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FROM THE DESK OF THE “NEW” AND older PRESIDENT

This is the time to give “Thanks”.
First to Pat Riley Blackwell, Margaret Ross and Wayne Elliott, for dragging me out of my small world

and reminding me it was time to reconnect with my past!
To everyone I met on the trip to France.  It is unbelievable that I now am acquainted with people that I did

not go to school with but that followed me there to become such good friends now!
To the reunions in Seattle and Portland for showing me how to plan a reunion and again giving me new

friends. (I was not “found” until after the Kansas reunion”.
To my reunion committee for being so original and helpful, Chuck and Jelane Lodek for final planning

and the “new” book program that was instituted, and for Jelane’s connections with her past employer “Valero” for
designing and ordering our caps and designing and donating the bookplates for the book program.  For Gene
Dashner’s planning of the “new” annual golf tournament and his wife Lydia for the gift bags for attendees. To
Jerry and Sharon Keltner for all of the help in San Antonio with the Hospitality Room, Auction, snacks for the
room, clean-up, set-up, last minute dashes to the store, etc. To Shirley Counselman Rich and Jelane for instituting
the proclamation from the Mayor of San Antonio for The Children of the Cold War Day.  For the last minute
additions to my committee in the form of Joel Selko and Wes Hedges (and other unknowns) and their many trips
to the airport to pick up and return folks to their respective flights.  And for all of the many pictures taken and
shared by all, for which Wes Hedges is now immersed in sorting and cataloging to put together in one form.  To
Charlotte Lantz Abbott for taking care of the name tags (which she has volunteered to do again for the next
reunion) and to Clara Dostal Reynolds, our treasurer, for being able to follow my disjointed thoughts and keeping
us paid up.  Special thanks to all of you that brought auction items and shared snacks for the hospitality room. Bill
Ross earned another shiny star for his crown as Auctioneer as he moved over 100 items in our auction to earn the
treasurery  $1168 and with the tip jar we covered all of the expenses for the "Hospitality Suite" as well as a couple
of unexpected expenses.  To all of the “new “ attendees, we hope to see you in California and to all of the “old”
attendees the same.  It was so good to see Deanna Brown, as I have a lasting memory of her mother giving us the
white parachute silk that lined our first cheerleader uniforms (purple itchy wool) and helping my mother construct
the skirts.

Congratulations to the class of ‘55 for 50 years and Ivory Herd was glad to see another classmate Marian
Richardson Andresky there to help him celebrate!  
            If you come this way again, the door mat is out and you are always welcome !
Dolores Harris Pair  ’54
President

Alumni, Spouses, & Guests on Tour



REUNION 2005

      Can you believe it??  We waited two whole years for the San Antonio reunion and now it has come
and gone way too fast.  Somehow each of our reunions seems to be even better than the one before tho
I don't really understand how that could be.  Each one has been so special and I bet that will continue to
be the case.
     I am always struck with the reactions of those who are attending their first reunion.  We had quite a
few this time and I love the looks on their faces as they re-meet all the folks they have not seen in so
very long.  Time just melts away right in front of your eyes!!!
     With the election of Dolores Harris Pair (Class of '54) as your new President and Bill Ross (Class of
'57) as Vice President we can look forward to great leadership and some new ideas.  Clara Dostal
Reynolds (Class of '58) remains your Treasurer so you do know who to send those dues checks to.
Dolores and her committee did a wonderful job presenting San Antonio to all of us.  And San Antonio
welcomed us with open arms!  There were things to do, places to see and people to meet for sure.  The
Mayor of San Antonio proclaimed Saturday, October 15th, "Children of the Cold War Day" in honor of
our group and all of us felt great pride in this honor.
The first annual RAHS Golf Tournement was a huge success with about 20 golfers battling it out for
those first and last place trophies.  Fort Sam Houston proved to have a challenging golf course for the
setting and the rain held off.  Hopefully this is a tradition that can be continued for as long as we all can
get around a golf course!!  Hats off to Gene and Lydia Dashner for this event!
Another tradition was started in San Antonio.  Everyone was asked to bring a book suitable for
elementary school with them as part of their registration fee. Hawthorne Academy, a local school had
been identified and adopted as a school in need of help with their library.  With pre-printed bookplates
placed showing the donation from RAHS, we were able to give over 120 books to this school!!!!
Hopefully we can do as well for another school in California in 2007.  Hats off to Jelane and Chuck
Lodek for this great idea!
We all enjoyed a few dances Saturday night and the band was great.  And Sunday morning came all too
quickly and it was time to say goodby again.  Always a sad time for me.  But I have 2007 to look forward
to now!!
I have enjoyed being your President and appreciate all the kinds words afforded me.  This is the
greatest group of people anyone has ever had the privilege of being involved with and I am proud to say
I am a member of the Rochefort American High School Alumni Association.  Thank you all for being so
kind and generous.  My San Antonio glasses are in a place of honor next to the wine goblets you all
gave us for a wedding present and my tote bag is getting a workout.  Thanks again, for being you.
Shirley Counselman Rich,  Class of 1956
Past President, RAHS Alumni Association

RAHS 2005 REUNION ATTENDEES
    Following is a list of the RAHS Alumni and spouses attending:  Tony & Charolette Lantz (59) Abbott, Vickie Knapp
(60) Allen, Marion Richardson (55) Andresky, Arthur (57) & Myra Bahme, John & Joanne Sewell (58) Bakulich,
Deanna Brown (56), Lance Burris (57), Gene (56) & Lydia Dashner, Jeff (61)& Nancy Durborow, Wayne (54) & Doll
Elliott, Doug (58) & Bridget Gray, Philip Hadley (60), John (61) & Stephanie Hartman, Wesley (57) & Gloria Hedges,
Ivory (55) & Erma Herd, Jerry (54) & Sharon Keltner, John LaFon (57),  Chuck (56) & Jelane Lodek, Willard Lough
(57), Joe & Judith Hadley (60) Maxwell, Bill (56) & Jean McKee, Bill (57) & Diane Meserve, James Miller (56), Travis &
Dolores Harris (54) Pair, Dudley (58) & Sue Pippin, Wynn (59) & Carol Pope, Paul & Nancy Newsome (59) Provence,
Miriam Ramirez (58),  William & Clara Dostal (58) Reynolds, Bobby (58) & Shirley Counselman (56) Rich, Margaret
Ross (54), Bill (57) & Louise Ross, Sam & Peggy Newsome (60) Runnels, Joel (59) & Claudia Selko, Tony (56) & Susi
Simon, Tony & Ginny Perez (56) Torchia, John & Maddy Perez (59) Webb, and LeRoy (58) & Carol Weber.
      Quite a number of the RAHS Alumni brought friends and family with them.  The Guests were:  David & June Falcon,
Jane Garcia, Robert & Denise Grant, Richard & Mary Ella Jones, Horace & Barbara Lacy, Lisa Langdon, Terry & Elaine
Pair, Tia Pair, Tina Pair Grau, and Bill & Elizabeth Slatterfield.



Alumni on tour





                                                                               General Membership Meeting



 John LaFon holding RAHS Quilt that he bought at auction. It             Past President  and  Current
  was made and donated by Charlotte Reed Stearns, Class of 1957

REUNION 2007
Well, another successful and outstanding reunion has been completed....and a great job was done by
Dolores (Harris) Pair and her crew....and we start planning Reunion 2007....for all those that could not
make it to this year's in San Antonio, we are having the next one in California.....I, Clara (Dostal)
Reynolds, will be hosting it and I have come up with 3 choices for all dues paying and future dues
paying members: 
 
1.  A 3 or 4 day cruise to Ensenada, Mexico ( 3 day goes to Ensenada and right back to San Pedro....the
4 day starts in San Pedro, hits San Diego, then Ensenada and then Catalina before landing back in San
Pedro)
 
2.  A tour of Central Coast Wineries and a stop at Hearst Castle.
 
3.  A 3 day 2 night stay in Catalina Island, with at least 2 excursions available, if desired. (glass bottom
boat & bus tour of some of the island).  Would leave from Long Beach on a Catamaran (300 passenger).
 
If you have a preference and a computer hooked up to email, my address is clrrynlds58@msn.com ....
you can also snail mail your choice to me at 418 Playa Blanca,  Santa Maria, Ca.  93455-1719.  I
can also be reached at (805) 937-3273. Would love to know which one entices you ...2 years go by
awfully fast, just ask any alumni that have either hosted or attended..... 
Clara Dostal Reynolds
2007 Reunion Chairperson

2005 RAHS Alumni Association Minutes of General Membership Meeting

     The meeting was called to order on October 15, 2005 by the President, Shirley Counselman Rich.
The minutes from the last alumni meeting in Maine were approved. A copy is available at the meeting for
interested parties to read.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
       The Alumni Association sends letters to families of deceased members plus a $50.00 donation to a
charity of their choice. If none is specified the donation goes to AOHS. A letter of acknowledgement was
received from John Lackner's family.



       Bill Ross announced that funds from the auction will go to the treasury. There are T-shirts from the
Maine & Texas reunions, and visors available for sale on the $5.00 table. The auction for items from
their home states donated by attendees will be held 10-15-05.
       Charoltte Lantz Abbott requested the return of the name tag holders so that they may be reused
for the next reunion.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Treasurers Report:
     Clara Dostal Reynolds reported there was $8,473 in the treasury.

REUNION COMMITTEE:
     Dee Harris Pair reported her committee made up of Chuck & Jelane Lodek, Jerry & Sharon
Keltner, Gene & Lydia Dashner, & her husband, Travis Pair were tireless workers.   
     Everyone expressed sincere thanks to Wes Hedges and Joel Selko for their many trips back and
forth, to from the airport.  It was moved, seconded and passed that they receive a $50.00 deduction from
the registration fee of our next reunion in acknowledgment of their thoughtfullness.
     It was motioned and seconded that a $10.00 charge be allowed to Wesley Hedges to cover the cost
of a DVD or CD for pictures of the reunion.
     John & Maddy Perez Webb distributed a copy for all alumni of the Mayor's Proclamation.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
     The nominating committee was composed of Jerry Keltner, Gene Dashner, & Nancy Newsome
Provence. There were no nominees from the floor.  Nominees were:  President : Delores Harris Pair;

Vice President: Bill Ross; Treasurer: Clara Dostal Reynolds
     Ballots were passed out and write in nominations were encouraged. The votes were counted. The
above slate was elected &  announced at the end of the meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:
WEB SITE:
     Pat Riley Blackwell and Art Bahme keeps the site accurately and will update it after the reunion.

AOSH & OSB
    Discussion was held regarding the purchase of a single brick or a large block at the AOSHS site in
Wichita, Kansas for the Rochefort Alumni. John Duffy moved to purchase a large block. It was seconded
by Peggy Newsome Runnels. The motion was carried.

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES...REPORTS:
1954- Sandy Elliott:  12 people graduated from Rochefort in 1954. 6 people attended a reunion hosted
by Sandy Elliott, held south of Vicksburg, Mississippi. They toured mansions in Natches, Mississippi.
Sandy almost sunk his boat and left us with this thought: The most effective bilge pump is a frightened
man with a bucket.
1955-Marion Richardson Andresky:  She gathered information from as many class members as
possible and printed it out for this, their 50th reunion. She offered advice to start early on this
type of project.
1956-Ginny Perez Torchia:  Next year will be the 50th Reunion of this class.  Shirley Counselman Rich
is hosting the gathering at her home in St. Joe Beach, Florida in the fall.
1957-Bill Ross:  He is actively finding new people.
1958-Clara Dostal Reynolds:  She is actively looking for "lost" classmates.
1959-Carol Harth Salick:  No report
1960-Peggy Newsome Runnels:  Announce that Vicki Knapp attended last nights event.
Bob Whitner has been found.
1961-John "Duffy" Hartman:   He has been involved with and is now the President of
the Poitier Alumni Association. He wants to model it after our Rochefort group. He is having difficulty
finding people but will do better.



All remained as Class Representatives

DUES:
     Nancy Newsome Runnels made a motion that the due date for paying dues be changed to 01/01
thru 12/31 each year.  It was seconded by Charoltte Lantz Abbott. The motion passed.

DEJA VU:
    All members with e-mail will begin receiving the Deja Vu as a PDF file. It will not be posted on the
Web site because of the cost. All other paid members will receive a hard copy in the mail. The January
issue of Deja Vu is small and will be mailed to all Alumni to try to get address changes while Post Office
will still provide them. The updated Rochefort Directory will be e-mailed to those with e-mail addresses
and mailed to all dues paying members without e-mail addresses.

There will two letters a year sent out to dues paying members. These changes will help cut expenses.

EVENT SPONSORS:
    Art Bahme reported he was unable to get a response from event sponsors. This is due to the fact
that we are not a charitable organization or a 501C3, therefore making it not eligible for a tax deduction.

NEW BUSINESS:
     A discussion was held regarding breakout pricing for reunions. Doug Gray made a motion that the
flat rate remain in place. It was seconded by John "Duffy" Hartman. The motion was passed.
     Winfred Pope made a motion that the registration fee exceptions be handled by the discretion of the
reunion committee. It was seconded by Nancy Newsome Runnels.  The motion was passed.
    A discussion was held regarding the scheduling of events and the amount of free time allotted. It was
decided that it be left up to the hosting committee.

BOOK PROJECT:
     Jelane Lodek, Clara Dostal Reynolds, & Jerry Keltner delivered over 100 books to Hawthorne
School that had been brought by the RAHS Alumni at the reunion. Bookplates were donated by Valero
and entered in the cover of the books. Delores Harris Pair made a motion that this be an ongoing
project of the Alumni Association. It was seconded by Margaret Ross. The motion was carried.

DONATIONS:
      A discussion was held regarding emails from members wanting the association to give donations to
the hurricaine victims. This is not a function of our organization. People are encouraged to donate on an
individual basis in the name of Rochefort Alumni Association if so interested.

2007 REUNION:
      Clara Dostal Reynolds had done extensive research on the following sites:
1. $100.00 day/1-3 day cruise out of San Diego to Encinada, Mexico
2. $160.00 per person/2-3 day/2 night cruise to Catalina Island
3. Wine Country Tour/ Hearst Castle
A list was posted for attendees to vote.

2009 REUNION:
    A discussion was held about the possibility of a return to France in 2009 with the Portier group. John
Hartman, Rochefort Alumni and also the President of the Poitier Alumni Association, is researching this
and will bring more information as it becomes available. 



WEBSITE/YAHOO:
     Lance Burris talked about the Yahoo Website where Rochefort alumni could go to and keep in touch
with other members. Mariam Ramirez weighed in on the discussion and said that it is a free service and
she could add your e-mail address, if you wanted to.  The address is:
RochefortAmericanHS@yahoogroups.com.
    Everyone was informed about the woman who was raised in Rochefort who happened to be in San
Antonio from Florida for her grandsons graduation from Boot Camp.  She saw our Rochefort banner,
entered the Hospitality Room, and was completely overwhelmed with our display and photos. She had
recently lost her husband. They had met and married while he was station in Rochefort.  It was quite an
emotional event. She is on our email list to keep her in the loop about our organization.
    Gene Dashner made a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Chuck Lodek. The
meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted:
Ginny Perez Torchia, Acting Secretary


